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MacFarland

Preparation for EDU 0708 - Assignment 6:  Concept Paper with Solutions

The following text was taken from the Winter Term 2002 Study Guide (i.e., syllabus) regarding preparation of Assignment 6 (30 points of 100):

Assignment 6: Concept paper with solutions

Assemble all previous assignments into one document called a Concept Paper.   Add specifics on your newly created intervention and why you think it would be effective. Be prepared to defend your concept paper in a presentation given to the class in either Week 7 or Week 8, as scheduled.
As you review this assignment, let me first mention that you will not defend your concept paper in a class-based presentation.  Instead, I may communicate with you by e-mail on defense-related issues, but we do not meet in a face-to-face format so it is best to find an alternate means of achieving this aim.

Now, it is reasonable for you to consider the details of this assignment and to ask process-type questions that go beyond the assignment description taken from the Study Guide.  Please review my EDU 0708 #03 handout, which is the basis for this set of guidelines on What to Include in a Concept Paper.  You should also review the rubric on page 4 from the Study Guide since it gives hints on how I plan to grade this assignment.

What to Include in a Concept Paper
It is common in higher education for formal research reports (i.e., practicum, thesis, dissertation) to be organized into four distinct process-oriented phases:

1. The Idea Paper or Prospectus serves as a brief advance organizer to the project.  

2. The Concept Paper or Pre-Proposal offers organization and depth to the concepts and methodologies introduced in the Idea Paper.

3. The Research Proposal is a formal document.  It should be viewed as the equivalent of the first three chapters of a five-chapter report.  This document, with some degree of cleverness, should largely parallel the concepts and process that will be presented in the final five-chapter report.

4. The Research Report (i.e., practicum, thesis, dissertation) is also a formal document. It is common to prepare this report along the five-chapter model and it often represents a student’s summative skills in the research process.

In EDU 0708 you are responsible for Assignment 6, which largely parallels the structure of a Concept Paper.  I expect to see the following components in this assignment.

A.
Front Matter

1. Cover page

2. Abstract

3. Table of Contents

4. List of Tables (if 2 or more tables)

5. List of Figures (if 2 or more figures)

B.
Text

1.
Chapter 1:
Introduction

2.
Chapter 2:
Review of the Literature

3.
Chapter 3:
Procedures and Methodology (include possible solutions) 

C.
Back Matter

1. 
List of References and/or Bibliography

2.
Appendices (typically, evaluation instruments, teacher-made tests, questionnaires and/or surveys)

Again, refer to EDU 0708 #03 handout for specific information (i.e., hints on what I’ll expect and subsequently grade) on each part of the Concept Paper.  Of course, your first five assignments from EDU 0708 will have a major role in the preparation of this summative assignment, so be sure to accommodate suggested changes provided during the assignment grading/feedback process.

If prepared correctly, Assignment 6 should need only minor revisions and additions to meet the program requirements of a formal GTEP Concept Paper.

